
It was in 1959 that the Mabe brothers creat-
ed a legacy of country music and comedy that would go on to be the
foundation of the “live music show capital of the world”. By adopting the
name of an old Ozarks vigilante group, it was on the downtown Branson
lakefront that the “Baldknobbers” paved their way into America’s musical
history. Over the past five decades, the Baldknobbers have evolved with
the changing times, but they have always remained true to their rich tradi-
tions, their family roots and their ever-present faith.

On January 27, 2011 the Smithsonian’s National Museum of
American History held a donation ceremony and received a number of
original Baldknobbers artifacts from brothers Jim, Lyle and Bill Mabe

including costumes and
instruments for the per-
manent collection of the
Arts and Culture Division
of the museum in
Washington D.C.

“As the Baldknobbers’ second genera-
tion, Brent and I always knew that our dads
and uncles had done something special by
starting the Branson music industry. I
believe that our donation to the Smithsonian
tells the interesting story of the Ozarks’ music genre, and it will also
expand the country music collection in the National Museum of American
History. Allowing others a glimpse into both the Baldknobbers and the

Ozarks’ music past is extremely important to our family,”
said Tim Mabe, producer and comedian.
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